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lengthy negotiations which have taken place, it will have been
observed that most of the points which Indian Moslem opinion
considered essential have been embodied in the terms under
discussion with Turkey, and no one can have failed to remark
the great patience and earnestness which Lord Curzon has dis-
played throughout these difficult negotiations, and the sincere
desire to secure peace which has animated his efforts throughout.
Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join me in drinking to the
health and long life of our illustrious host, His Highness the
Nawab of Rampur, and to the prosperity of his State and people.

Viceroy's Reply to the Speech of the Nawab Begum

of Bhopal at the State Banquet at Bhopal on

19th February 1923

I thank Your Highness most warmly for the fine welcome
which you have extended to us and the cordial terms in which
you have proposed our health. We are deeply grateful to Your
Highness for your princely hospitality. Your Highness has
been untiring in thoughtful arrangement and has provided for
our entertainment all that could interest and charm us. Cir-
cumstances beyond my control obliged me to defer my visit a
few months ago, but the postponement of the visit has only
served to enhance the pleasure now that it has become possible.
For these and other reasons we shall take away the most pleasant
memories of our visit to Bhopal. Long after our departure fond
recollections will bring us back to the beautiful capital which
Your Highness and Your Highness' ancestors have established
amid the undying glories of hill and foliage and lake. But
beautiful as Your Highness1 capital is, the setting provides
no more than a fitting background for the romantic and pictur-
esque history of this State. In the past my thoughts turn back
to the two hundred years, replete with moving incident and
great adventure, which have elapsed since the daring Dost
Mahomed Khan founded this House and carved out this prin-
cipality in Central India. My imagination is at once struck
by the wonderful tale of fidelity to agreements and of devotion
to duty which has characterized the rulers of Bhopal and the
lady representatives of that ruling line in particular. These
qualities are constant and recur like a golden thread through
the chequered pattern of the past.

The story is the same when I turn to the brave deeds of Moti
Begum, sister of the Nawab Hayat Mahomed Khan, fourth